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GEORGE  Q.  MORRIS 


Elder  George  Quayle  Morris  was  sustained 
as  a  member  of  the  Council  of  the  Twelve  at 
the  morning  session  of  general  conference, 
April  6,  1954.  He  was  ordained  an  Apostle  in 
the  Salt  Lake  Temple  two  days  later,  April  8, 
by  President  David  O.  McKay.  He  was 
formerly  an  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve,  having  been  called  to  that  position  in 
October  1951. 

Elder  George  Q.  Morris  has  a  life  long 
period  of  activity  in  important  callings  in  the 
Church.  Constantly  since  1904  he  has  held 
office  in  some  capacity.  After  attending 
Brigham  Young  University  and  graduatingfrom 
the  University  of  Utah  in  1899,  he  fulfilled 
a  mission  to  England,  where  he  laboured  in  the 
Welsh  Conference  (District)  and  later  presided 
over  the  London  Conference  (District).  It  was 
in  the  year  of  1904  that  he  was  called  as  stake 
superintendent  of  the  Salt  Lake  Stake  Young 
Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Association,  suc- 
ceeding Elder  George  Albert  Smith  who  had 
recently  been  sustained  a  member  of  the  Coun- 
cil of  the  Twelve.  Elder  Morris  served  until 
1908,  when  he  was  released  to  become  a 
counselor  in  the  bishopric  of  the  Fourteenth 
Ward.  When  he  was  released  in  1913,  he 
served  another  year  as  stake  superintendent  of 
YMMIA,  but  in  1914  was  sustained  as  bishop 
of  the  Fourteenth  Ward,  where  he  served  un- 
til 1924. 

He  was  then  called  to  the  general  board  of 
the  Young  Men's  Mutual  Improvement  Asso- 
ciation. It  was  here,  on  the  general  board, 
that  he  served  as  committee  chairman  for  The 
Improvement  Era.  He  was  one  to  visualize 
and  help  make  possible,  as  a  general  board 
member,  a  greater  Improvement  Era — one 
which  would  serve  the  entire  Church. 

Meanwhile,  in  1928  Elder  Morris  was 
sustained  as  a  counsellor  in  the  presidency  of 
the  Ensign  Stake.  In  January  1935  he  was 
called  as  first  assistant  general  superintendent 
of  the  Young -Men's  Mutual  Improvement 
Association  under  Elder  Albert  E.  Bowen. 
Elder  Morris  succeeded  Elder  Bowen  as 
general  superintendent  of  the  YMMIA  and 
served  in  this  position  until  1948  when  he  be- 


came president  to  the  Eastern  States  Mission, 
and  where  he  was  serving  when  he  was  called 
as  an  Assistant  to  the  Council  of  the  Twelve 
in  October  1951. 

A  friend  of  youth  always,  he  once  served  as 
a  member  of  the  Explorer  committee.  National 
Council,  Boy  Scouts  of  America;  as  vice- 
chairman.  Region  12,  Boy  Scouts  of  America, 
and  he  holds  the  Silver  Antelope,  high  Scout 
leader  award,  for  his  service  to  the  boys  of  that 
organization. 

Long  active  in  civic  affairs,  he  served  as  exe- 
cutive chairman  of  the  "This  Is  the  Place" 
Monument  Commission,  as  executive  vice- 
president  of  the  Utah  Pioneer  Trails  and  Land- 
marks Association,  and  as  president  of  the 
Community  Chest  and  Travellers'  Aid  Board. 
He  has  also  been  active  in  the  Sons  of  Utah 
Pioneers. 

He  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City,  the  son  of 
Elias  and  Mary  Lois  Walker  Morris.  He  mar- 
ried Emma  Ramsay  on  June  29,  1905.  To  them 
were  born  three  daughters,  Mrs.  Margery 
Woods,  Marion  Morris,  and  Mrs.  Helen 
Stewart. 

When  Elder  Morris  was  released  as  general 
superintendent  of  the  YMMIA  in  1948.  The 
Improvement  Era  said  of  him : 

"By  heritage  he  enjoys  the  qualities  of  the 
Welsh  and  the  English,  for  his  father  was 
Welsh  ;  and  his  mother,  English.  He  has  a 
delightfully  quiet  sense  of  humour  that  he  in- 
herited from  the  Welsh,  and  this  strikes  home 
when  situations  need  to  be  lightened  by  a  deft 
touch.  His  gallantry  and  courtesy  are  innate 
and  have  made  it  a  delightful  experience  for 
those  who  have  been  privileged  to  accompany 
him  on  conventions  and  other  assignments  of 
the  MIA.  His  consideration  and  interest  have 
been  of  great  import,  and  he  has  made  what 
might  otherwise  be  strenuous  trips  enjoyable 
excursions. 

"Blessed  with  an  innate  dignity,  Elder 
Morris  has  brought  respect  to  the  organization 
which  he  heads.  Restraint  is  his  keynote.  He 
is  always  the  gentleman,  always  the  noble- 
man." 
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MUTUAL  MEMBERSHIP 
G1ROW3  IN  THE  SOUTH  AFRI- 
CAN MISSION:  The  increased 
enrollment  of  young  people  in 
the  YWMIA  and  YWIA  of  the 
South  African  Mission  can  be 
credited  "to  the  fine  work  of  the 
enlistment  workers  of  the 
branches,"  according  to  the  re- 
port received  recently  from  the 
mission  by  the  YWMIA  General 
Board.  The  report  signed  by 
Elder  John  F  Grismore,  auxiliary 
superintendent,  states  that  the 
'•'sincere  efforts  of  the  local 
workers  and  their  following  of 
the  outlines  of  the  General 
Board"  have  been  the  motivating 
factors  in  the  increased  enroll- 
ment and  attendance  at  MIA. 

He  reports  social  activities  are 
"well  attended'  and  the  "lessons 
are  above  average."  Many  of 
the  local  members  are  holding 
some  of  the  most  responsible 
positions  in  the  MIA  in  the 
mission. 

Enrollment  in  the  YWMIA  in- 
creased from  99  in  February, 
1954,  to  a  high  peak  of  131  in 
September  and  levelled  off  to  108 
in  January  1955.  Attendance  this 
same  period  showed  a  slight  in- 
crease, levelled  off  for  a  couple 
months  and  then  at  the  turn  of 
the  year  showed  a  slight  drop. 

The  YWMIA  and  YMMIA 
figures  for  the  year  show  enroll- 
ment of  173  persons  in  February, 
1954,  compared  to  109  the  pre- 
vious year  Enrollment  reached  a 
peak  of  283  persons  in  September 
last  year  compared  to  a  peak  of 
168  in  July  1953. 

GREATEST  PRIESTHOOD 
GATHERING  IN  CHURCH 
HISTORY:  Over  25,000  men  and 
boys  holding  the.  priesthood 
assembled  in  71  separate  build- 
|  ings  in  nine  western  states  to 
hear     the    proceedings     of    the 


General  Priesthood  meeting  of 
the  125th  Annual  Conference  on 
April  2,  1955.  The  Priesthood 
session  was  held  in  the  Salt 
Lake  Tabernacle  under  the  direc- 
tion of  President  David  O. 
McKay. 

LDS  SERVICEMEN  HAVE 
CONFERENCE   AT    GERMANY: 

On  April  21,  over  800  servicemen 
from  Austria,  England,  France, 
Germany,  French  Morocco, 
Lybia,  Turkey  ,  gathered  to- 
gether for  a  gigantic  conference 
at  Berchtesgaden,  Germany,  the 
United  States  Army  Europe's 
leave  and  rest  centre,  situated  in 
the  magnificent  setting  of  lofty 
Alpine  peaks. 

With  registration  being  on 
Thursday  April  21,  and  the  first 
session  held  that  evening,  the 
conference  lasted  until  Sunday, 
April  25. 

Sponsored  by  the  West  Ger- 
man Mission  presided  over  by 
President  Kenneth  B.  Dyer,  the 
conference  proved  to  be  one  of 
the  highlights  of  the  service- 
men's tour  of  duty  while  in 
Europe  according  to  Elder 
Arthur  Keely,  publicity  chair- 
man. 

The  presiding  official  was 
Elder  Spencer  W  Kimball  of  the 
Council  of  the  Twelve  who  is 
presently  touring  the  European 
Mission. 

Scheduled  were  five  general 
sessions,  a  banquet  and  pro- 
grammes, reunions,  firesides  and 
road  shows  with  nine  groups 
participating. 

In  order  to  accommodate  this 
influx  of  LDS  servicemen,  the 
facilities  of  seven  hotels  were 
utilized,  with  the  Hotel  W.  H. 
Walker  being  used  as  head- 
quarters and  the  building  in 
which  the  conference  sessions 
were  held. 
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I  he  lAinqdom  of  (j7od   is   I 


ere 


By  Elder  George  Q.  Morris 

Of  the  Quorum  of  the  Twelve 

A  postles 


My  dear  brethren  and  sisters,  I  thank  the 
Lord  for  the  privilege  of  being  one  with  you 
here  this  morning,  and  during  this  whole 
gforious  conference.  I  pray  earnestly  that  the 
Spirit  of  the  Lord  may  direct  all  that  I  shall 
say. 

I  have  been  impressed  as  I  have  looked  out 
over  this  audience  and  been  conscious  of  the 
atmosphere  of  this  great  Tabernacle  and 
listened  to  the  impressive  and  inspired  testi- 
monies and  exhortations  that  have  been  given, 
that  this  is  truly  an  historic  and  sacred  build- 
ing. Here  for  nearly  a  century  the  word  of 
God  has  been  preached  by  the  authority  of 
God,  proclaiming  the  last  Dispensation  of  the 
Fulness  of  Times.  In  this  remarkable  building, 
so  unique  in  its  structure,  so  simple,  with  the 
absence  of  all  the  ornamental  and  gilded 
appointments  of  great  cathedrals,  humble, 
brave,  and  devoted  men  and  women  have  met 
to  worship  God.  One  prominent  feature  in 
this  biulding  is  the  great  organ,  and  the  choir 
seats,  from  which,  as  the  choir  occupy  them, 
the  glorious  music  comes,  typiaal  of  harmony 
and  heaven.  The  feature  perhaps  of  greatest 
significance  is  this  stand— this  series  of  pulpits 
—a  token  of  the  priesthood  of  God,  for  here 
is  assembled  this  morning  the  authoritative 
presiding  servants  of  God  in  this  last  dispen- 
sation, men  chosen  of  him,  who  possess  the 
power  and  authority  to  speak  in  the  name  of 
almighty  God. 

As  President  Richards  was  speaking  of  the 
world  situation  and  of  our  relation  to  it,  I 
could  not  help  feeling,  though  it  may  seem 
presumptuous  and  some  may  take  offense,  that 
this,  nevertheless,  is  the  spiritual  capitol  of 
this  world.  From  here  God  speaks  to  this 
world,  and  his  Authorities  are  officially  seated 


this  day  in  this  sacred  Tabernacle,  and  their 
word  is  binding  on  all  the  world  ;  and  they  are 
calling  this  world  to  repentance,  to  accept  the 
gospel  of  Jesus  Christ,  the  only  power  in  the 
world  that  will  save  it,  that  will  enable  men 
and  women  to  shape  acceptable  lives  before 
our  Father  in  heaven.  Men  and  women  by 
it  are  led  to  love  the  truth,  to  love  God  and 
to  keep  his  commandments,  and  by  their 
example  and  by  their  word,  spread  this 
gospel. 

I  have  before  me  a  very  simple  statement 
from  the  Prophet  Moroni,  I  think  a  statement 
of  very  great  significance.  He  is  addressing 
himself  to  this  generation  and  all  other 
generations  where  this  idea  prevails. 

"And  again  1  speak  unto  you  who  deny  the 
revelations  of  God,  and  say  that  they  are 
done  away,  that  there  are  no  revelations,  nor 
prophecies,  nor  gifts,  nor  healing,  nor  speaking 
with  tongues,  and  the  interpretation  ot 
tongues  ; 

"Behold  I  say  unto  you,  he  that  denieth  these 
things  knoweth  not  the  gospel  of  Christ ;  yea, 
he  has  not  read  the  scriptures;  if  so,  he  does 
not  understand  them." 

That  simple  statement  has  tremendous  impli- 
cations. 

That's  the  key  to  the  history  of  Christen- 
dom for  seventeen  centuries.  Following  the 
death  of  the  apostles,  religious  leaders  set  up 
the  principle  which  persists  to  this  day —  per- 
haps to  the  best  of  their  knowledge  and  under- 
standing— that  revelation  had  ceased  and  was 
finished,  and  that  prophets  and  apostles  were 
things  of  the  past.  And  that  is  in  itself 
definite  and  conclusive  proof  that,  so  far  as 
the  world  is  concerned  during  seventeen 
hundred  years,  such  was  the  case.  For  when 
revelation  is  shut  off,  and  when  all  the 
preachers  of  religion  (and  this  is  and  was  their 
well-nigh  universal  opinion)  deny  its  existence, 
then  the  Church  and  the  kingdom  of  God  is 
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n#t  there,  and  has  not  been  during  this  eclipse 
of  seventeen  hundred  years ;  and  that  is  the 
simple  reason  why  men  did  not  know  what  the 
gospel  was,  and  why,  consequently,  when  they 
read  the  scriptures  they  could  not  understand 
them  because  they  are  only  understood  by  the 
spirit  and  power  by  which  they  were  written. 
The  ministrations  of  the  authorized  ministers 
of  God  produce  scriptures ;  the  scriptures 
cannot  produce  authorized  ministers  of  God, 
nor  authority  to  preach,  nor  are  they  bringing 
new  revelations  to  a  living  Church.  That  must 
be  done  by  living  oracles.  And  they  were 
killed  off.  The  world  would  not  accept  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  himself ;  he  was  crucified. 
And  then  his  Apostles,  chosen  and  sent  out  to 
preach  the  gospel  to  the  world,  in  the  main, 
met  the  same  fate.  Revelation  did  cease,  and 
the  world  went  into  an  eclipse,  a  spiritual 
eclipse — seventeen  hundred  years  of  darkness. 
Men  were  left  to  themselves  to  do  the  best 
they  could.  But  no  man  knows  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  by  his  natural  wisdom,  nor  by 
the  wisdom  and  learning  of  the  world.  It  must 
be  taught  by  one  sent  of  God.  No  man  knew 
how  the  Church  should  be  set  up  and 
organized,  how  its  priesthood  should  function, 
nor  what  priesthood  is.  There  was  no  priest- 
hood operating  for  them  to  see  or  be  in- 
structed by  and  no  organized  church  for  them 
to  see  in  operation  during  this  seventeen 
hundred  years  of  darkness  and  of  night.  There 
was,  for  perhaps  a  century  or  so,  the  afterglow 
of  a  sunset  as  this  night  set  in,  a  reflection  from 
the  ministry  of  the  Saviour  and  his  Apostles, 
but  then  darkness  came.  Churches  were  estab- 
lished by  men  not  called  of  God  (as  the 
Apostle  Paul  said,  "Having  a  form  of  god- 
liness, but  denying  the  power  thereof"  2  Tim. 
3  :  5),  and  doctrines  were  formulated  without 
authority,  and  the  significant  and.  unhappy 
thing  is  that  the  prevailing  doctrines  of 
Christendom  today  found  their  origin  in  this 
spiritual  darkness.  Unfortunately,  they  still 
persist. 

But  later  on  after  what  historians  in  general 
agreement  have  called  the  Dark  Ages,  when 
these  doctrines  were  being  crystallized  into 
creeds  and  man-made  churches  were  in- 
creasing, the  dawn  began  to  break.  Hie  first 
rays  of  light  appeared  with  the  development  of 
human .  freedom  and  the  enlightenment  of  the 
human  mind  in  the  Renaissance,  and  with  the 
discovery  of  America — America,  the  Promised 
Land — which  in  the  province  of  God  had  been 
held  in  reserve,  hidden  from  men,  on  which 
it    was   his    declared  .purpose,  to   set   up   free 


government,  so  that  he  might  restore  again  the 
kingdom  of  God  to  the  earth.  And  the  sun 
arose,  and  the  night  was  past,  and  this  Church, 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter-day 
Saints,  was  set  up  in  the  earth.  All  this  the 
scriptures  had  clearly  foretold. 

Three  very  important  things  occurred.  I  will 
mention  them  in  just  the  moment  of  time  re- 
maining. First  of  all,  and  most  essential. 
God  again  revealed  himself  to  man.  The 
Father  and  the  Son  stood  in  the  presence  of  a 
fourteen-year-old  boy  and  talked  with  him.  He 
saw  these  celestial  Personages.  He  heard  their 
heart-penetrating  voices.  He  received  their 
glorious  instructions.  That  swept  away  all  the 
erroneous  ideas,  the  false  teachings  and  con- 
ceptions as  to  the  identity  and  nature  of  God, 
and  restored  the  true  and  living  God  to  the 
knowledge  of  man.  The  second  thing  was  that 
new  scripture  was  brought  forth.  The  Book  of 
Mormon  was  given  to  the  world  by  the  power 
of  God,  containing  a  fulness  of  the  gospel, 
which  explains  gospel  doctrines  and  teachings 
and  substantiates  the  teachings  of  the  Bible 
and  makes  possible  their  correct  interpretation. 
Also  through  the  Prophet  Joseph  Smith  a 
volume  of  revelations  was  brought  forth,  con- 
taining today's  instructions  of  God  to  his 
Church.  And  then,  third,  was  restored  the 
priesthood  of  God,  which  exists  in  this  Church 
in  all  generations,  and  is  the  power  of  God 
which  administers  the  gospel  and  manifests 
godliness  to  men  in  the  flesh.  Without  this 
priesthood  the  Church  of  God  does  not  and 
cannot  exist. 

The  absence  of  these  three  things  had 
brought  in  the  dark  ages.  They  were  now 
restored,  and  the  sun  has  again  risen.  The 
Church  and  the  kingdom  of  God  is  here.  Its 
sun  is  in  the  heavens  to  be  seen  by  all  men  who 
will  open  their  eyes  to  see  its  light,  and  here  is 
its  centre  place  in  the  tops  of  the  Rocky  Moun- 
tains. May  God  heln  us  to  live  its  principles 
and  proclaim  its  doctrines  and  devote  our 
lives  and  our  means  and  all  that  we  have  and 
are  to  the  establishment  of  this  cause  in  the 
earth  for  the  happiness  and  the  salvation  of 
mankind.  I  humbly  bear  witness  that  Jesus  is 
the  Christ,  the  Redeemer  of  the  World,  and 
Joseph  Smith  was  his  prophet,  and  through 
them  this  Church  has  come  into  existence  and 
will  continue,  and  no  power  can  stay  it,  for 
by  the  power  of  God  it  will  cover  the  earth, 
and  Jesus  Christ  will  come  and  reign  in  the 
world.  May  God  give  us  power  to  be  true  to 
this  great  revelation  of  truth,  I  humbly  pray, 
in  the  name  of  Jesus  Christ. — Amen.  - .  --  • 
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A  STALWART  MEMBER 

OF  THE  SOUTH  AFRICAN   MISSION 

"That  the  Lord  is  Pitiful  and  of  Tender  Mercy" 


As  I  begin  to  write  in  my  missionary  journal, 
as  my  mind  retrospectively  reviews  the  days 
events,  I  find  my  thoughts  capitalizing  upon 
the  afternoon's  activities.  It  is  only  as  my 
pen  moves  slowly  to  record  the  daily  events 
that  I  fully  become  aware  of  why  my  thoughts 
have  capitalized  upon  the  much  enjoyed  hours 
of  the  afternoon.  The  reason  being  that  I 
was  privileged  to  visit  Sister  Elizabeth  Neale, 
one  of  South  Africa's  stalwart  members. 

Upon  entering  the  clean  and  tidy  room 
where  Sister  Neale  lives,  one  is  immediately 
greeted  with  a  cheery  smile  of  a  little  women, 
whose  slate  gray  hair  is  neatly  in  place,  whose 
small  hand  is  extended  in  warm  friendship, 
and  whose  facial  features  express  the  love,  the 
faith,  and  the  cheerfulness,  the  attributes 
which  she  so  profoundly  exemplifies.  Even 
though  it  may  be  the  first  time  you  have  met 
her,  you  are  soon  aware  of  being  in  the  pre- 
sence of  one  who  has  utilized  the  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ,  and  who,  by  such  procedure,  has 
increased  her  capacity  to  do  good. 

The  atmosphere  of  the  room  permeates  a 
sense  of  peace  and  quietness.  You  soon  dis- 
cover that  you  are  listening  with  intensity  to 
the  experiences  which  Sister  Neale  enjoys  re- 
lating. You  laugh  with  her  as  she  speaks 
about  past  humourous  situations  and  delightful 
incidents,  the  years  of  her  youth  spent  on  a 
farm,  stories  concerning  events  that  have  hap- 
pened to  many  people  which  she  has  known. 
You  rejoice  with  her  as  she  reiterates  the  pro- 
gress the  Church  has  made  in  South  Africa, 
the  associations  she  has  had  with  many  of  the 
mission  presidents  and  their  families,  the  mis- 
sionaries and  the  members,  the  meetings  con- 
ducted in  the  small  hall  at  Woodstock,  and  the 
period  when  the  Church  was  suffering  per- 
secution, but  as  she  says  with  a  smile  of 
determination,  "Though  it  was  hard  we  kept 
on  going."  And  you  share  with  her  the  in- 
spired feeling  of  strengthened  faith  and  re- 
newed conviction  in  the  principles  of  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  as  she  discusses  many 
precious  memories  and  bears  her  humble 
testimony. 
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ELIZABETH    NEALE 


Sister  Neale  was  born  May  19,  1876,  on  a 
farm  in  Somerset  East,  the  daughter  of  John 
Mulder  and  Johanne  Styne  Mulder.  Early  in 
her  youth  she  moved  to  Humansdorp.  The 
journey  was  tedious  and  difficult.  It  was  made 
by  wagon,  following  no  definite  road,  and 
taking  a  period  of  four  days.  It  was  not  until 
she  moved  to  Cape  Town  that  she  came  in 
contact  with  the  elders  and  the  true  gospel  of 
Jesus  Christ  in  its  fullness,  which  she  has  used 
as  a  guide  in  conducting  her  life.  After  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  time  in  studying  the 
gospel  and  being  enlightened  with  its  restored 
truths,  she  and  her  husband,  John  Neal,  were 
baptized  and  confirmed  at  Mowbray  on  May 
6,  1928. 

Sister  Neale  is  an  excellent  cook,  is  very 
fond  of  gardening,  and  has  a  deep  love  for 
animals.  For  many  years  she  has  been  an 
active  member  in  the  branch.  The  other  mem- 
bers, and  especially  the  youth,  are  strengthened 
in  their  testimonies  of  the  gospel  by  the  spirit 
of  determination,  the  cheerfulness,  and  the 
faith    which    she   manifests.      Her    neighbours 
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PRIESTHOOD 


AARONIC 


YOUR 


May  15  marks  the  anniversary  of  the  restora- 
tion of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood.  On  that  day 
in  the  year  1829,  John  the  Baptist  came  to 
earth  as  a  heavenly  messenger  and  conferred 
this  authority  upon  Joseph  Smith  and  Oliver 
Cowdery,  saying: 

"Upon  you  my  fellow  servants,  in  the  name 
of  Messiah  I  confer  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron, 
which  holds  the  keys  of  the  ministering  of 
angels,  and  of  the  gospel  of  repentance,  and  of 
baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remission  of 
sins ;   .  .  ." 

Upon  receiving  this  confirmation,  the  souls 
of  these  two  men  responded  to  an  ecstatic  joy 
the  feeling  of  which  is  expressed  by  Oliver 
Cowdery  in  his  recording  of  the  inspired  inci- 
dent. 

"On  a  sudden,  as  from  the  midst  of  eternity, 
the  voice  of  the  Redeemer  spake  to  us,  while 
the  veil  was  parted,  and  the  angel  of  God  came 
clothed  with  glory,  and  delivered  the  anxiously 
looked  for  message,  and  the  keys  of  the  gospel 
of  repentance.  What  joy!  What  wonder! 
What  amazement !  While  the  world  was  racked 
and  distracted — while  millions  were  groping  as 
the  blind  for  the  wall,  and  while  all  men  were 
resting  upon  uncertainty,  as  a  general  mass, 
our  eyes  beheld,  our  ears  heard,  as  in  the 
'blaze  of  day' ;  yes  more —  above  the  glitter 
of  the  May  sunbeam,  which  then  shed  its 
brilliancy  over  the  face  of  nature!  Then  his 
voice,  though  mild,  pierced  to  the  centre,  and 
his  words,  'I  am  thy  fellow  servant,'  dispelled 
all  fear.  We  listened,  we  gazed,  we  admired! 
Twas  the  voice  of  an  angel  from  glory,  'twas  a 
message  from  the  Most  High!  And  as  we 
heard  we  rejoiced,  while  his  love  enkindled 
upon  our  souls,  and  we  were  wrapped  in  the 
vision  of  the  Almighty!  Where  was  room  for 
doubt?  Nowhere;  the  uncertainty  had  fled, 
doubt  had  sunk  no  more  to  rise,  while  fiction 
and  deception  had  fled  forever!" 

The  Aaronic  Priesthood  is  frequently  called 
the  Lesser  priesthood.  It  is  not  so  named  be- 
cause it  is  inferior  in  sacredness,  but  because 
its  scope,  being  concerned,  principally,  about 


"outward  ordinances"  is  restricted  to  a  smaller 
circle  than  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood.  The 
authority  of  this  Priesthood,  as  explained  by 
John  the  Baptist,  is  to  "hold  the  keys  of  the 
ministering  of  angels,"  and  to  administer  in 
outward  ordinances,  the  letter  of  the  gospel, 
"and  of  baptism  by  immersion  for  the  remis- 
sion of  sins."  In  crystalizing  these  two 
thoughts,  the  Lord  told  Joseph  Smith.  "Why  it 
is  called  the  lesser  priesthood  is  because  it  is 
an  appendage  to  the  greater,  or  Melchizedek 
Priesthood,  and  has  power  in  administering 
outward  ordinances"  (Doc.  and  Cov.  107:14). 

The  importance  of  the  duties  and  callings 
which  the  recipient  bearers  of  this  divine  priest- 
hood have  been  commissioned  to  perform  can- 
not be  over  emphasized.  Concerning  the  im- 
portance of  the  Aaronic  Priesthood,  the  Pro- 
phet Joseph  Smith  said: 

"From  a  retrospect  of  the  requirements  of 
the  servants  of  God  to  preach  the  gospel,  we 
find  few  qualified  even  to  be  Priests,  and  if  a 
Priest  understands  his  duty,  his  calling,  and 
ministry,  and  preaches  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  his 
enjoyment  is  as  great  as  if  he  were  one  of  the 
presidency ;  and  his  services  are  necessary  in 
the  body,  as  are  also  those  of  Teachers  and 
Deacons.  Therefore,  in  viewing  the  Church 
as  a  whole,  we  may  strictly  denominate  it  one 
Priesthood." 

We  brothers  who  have  been  blessed  and 
privileged  to  bear  this  honourable  calling,  let 
us  pray  always  that  we  will  not  be  prone,  be- 
cause it  is  the  Lesser  Priesthood,  to  consider 
its  duties  as  being  unimportant.  Let  us  pray 
for  spiritual  strength  that  we  may  execute  its 
duties  with  all  our  heart,  might,  mind  and  will, 
realizing  that  it  will  prepare  us,  just  as  it  has 
previously  prepared  our  beloved  Prophet  and 
other  noble  men  to  receive  the  Melchizedek 
Priesthood.  That  it  will  act  as  a  continual 
forerunner  in  our  spiritual  development,  in- 
creasing the  capacity  of  our  ability  to  do  good, 
and  acting  as  a  fountain  of  overflowing 
righteousness  to  those  who  obey  and  magnify 
its  requirements. 
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BECOMING  A 


LATTER-DAY  SAINT 


By  Sister  Jillian  Welch 


To  those  who  hear  it,  the  Gospel  of  Jesus 
Christ — as  restored  to  the  earth  in  these  later 
days — must  present  an  all-encompassing  chal- 
lenge, which  can  only  result  in  one  of  two 
things:   acceptance  or  rejection. 

An  earnest  investigator,  having  been  taught 
and  studied  the  truths  of  the  gospel,  and, 
having  spent  considerable  time  in  thought 
and  prayer,  having  asked  "...  with  a  sincere 
heart,  with  real  intent,  having  faith  in  Christ 
.  .  ."  will  receive  that  great  gift  from  God : 
the  manifestation  of  its  truthfulness,  by  the 
power  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 


JILL  WELCH 


"Seek  ye  first  the  kingdom  of  God  and  his 
righteousness,  and  all  things  shall,  be  added 
unto  you,"  is  a  beautiful  scriptural  passage 
which  sets  us  on  the  path  of  Truth,  if  we  fol- 
low the  admonition. 

I  have  been  asked  to  write  of  the  gospel  in 
my  life.  Becoming  a  member  of  the  kingdom 
of  God  is  a  process  of  (a)  learning:  to  increase 
understanding  and  gain  knowledge  ;  (b)  accept- 
ing: to  acknowledge  the  truth  and  desire  to 
become  a  member  of  His  Church  and  king- 


dom;   and    of    (c)    subsequent    obedience    to 
all  his  laws  and  ordinances. 

Learning:  We  are  taught  the  principles  of 
the  gospel ;  the  plan  of  life  and  salvation  and 
have  many  conflicting  and  irrelevant  facts  of 
God's  word,  clarified  for  us. 

Acceptance:  To  accept  the  gospel  we  must 
acknowledge  and  fulfil  the  foundation  of  the 
gospel ;  we  must  have  Faith,  Repentance,  Bap- 
tism by  Immersion,  and  the  Laying  on  of 
Hands  for  the  Gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 

Our  obedience :  Having  thus  far  obeyed  the 
preliminary  commandments  of  God,  we  must 
give  ourselves  to  Him  and,  with  all  our  heart, 
mind,  might  and  strength,  serve  Him  diligently 
for  the  rest  of  our  days. 

As  a  member  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ 
of  Latter-day  Saints,  I  feel  privileged  to 
cherish,  among  many  other  truths,  the  know- 
ledge that  we  are  God's  children  and  servants, 
and  that  He  loves  us  and  desires  that  we  love 
and  follow  and  serve  Him.  I  am  deeply  grate- 
ful to  my  Heavenly  Father,  that  I  know  that 
He  has  restored  to  the  earth,  the  Gospel  and 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  and  that  it  is 
organized  today  as  it  was  over  nineteen  years 
ago. 

May  we  all  cherish  very  dearly,  the  know- 
ledge that  today)  men  are  called  of  God,  and 
have  the  authority  to  act  in  His  Name,  and 
that  they  may  have  revealed  to  them  His  com- 
mandments for  us.  May  we,  through  diligence, 
strive  to  progress  continuously  that  we  may  be 
found  worthy  of  gaining  Eternal  Life. 

We  have  so  much  to  strengthen  us  along  the 
pathway.  We  are  instructed,  through  the  Pro- 
phet Joseph  Smith: 

"Remember  faith,  virtue.  knowledge, 
temperance,  patience,  brotherly  kindness, 
godliness,    charity,    humility    and    diligence." 

At  all  times  we  can  gain  comfort  through 
studying  and  referring  to  the  words  of  our 
(Continued  en  page  78) 
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A  LETTER  FROM  HOME 


:VV*V 


Dear  Son : 

Yes.  it  has  been  a  year  since  you  left  the  familiar  countryside  of  your  home  town, 
proceeded  on  a  fourteen  thousand  mile  journey  in  obedience  to  your  mission  call  and 
began  executing  the  words  of  one  of  our  beautiful  hymns:  "I'll  go  where  you  want  me 
to  go  dear  Lord  and  say  what  you  want  me  to  say."  We  too,  upon  retrospective  in- 
ventory of  the  past  twelve  months,  realize,  even  though  we  have  missed  the  many  en- 
joyable hours  of  parent  and  son  relationship,  the  sundry  blessings  of  joy  and  happiness 
that  have  been  ours  as  a  result  of  your  obedience  as  an  advocate  of  the  Lord.  From 
your  weekly  letters,  and  their  account  of  your  various  travels,  spiritual  experiences 
received  among  your  contacts,  the  other  missionaries,  and  the  saints,  we  have  received 
a  parental  joy  of  satisfaction  that  cannot  be  expressed.  We  truly  are  living  in  spirit 
and  in  thought  your  mission  with  you. 

As  we  read  from  your  letters  the  vivid  descriptions  of  the  splendrous  portrayal  of  the 
scenic  beauties  of  South  Africa,  we  wish  we  could  view  them  with  you  not  only  in  word 
description,  but  in  reality.  We  should  also  enjoy  seeing  the  colourful  sights  of  the 
Transvaal,  the  huge  and  abrupting  mine  dumps,  with  their  headgear  silhouetted  in  fine 
array  against  a  firey  sunset,  the  undulating  bush  veld  with  its  scattered  dorps  and  unique 
native  villages,  and  the  massive  rock  walls  of  Table  Mountain  with  its  drapery  of  pink 
clouds.  It  is  with  even  a  more  profound  desire  we  should  like  to  experience  some  of 
those  inspiring  events  which  are  reserved  to  the  faithful  saints  living  in  the  mission  fields 
and  to  the  missionaries.  Experiences  which  your  letters  so  frequently  relate.  Such  as 
the  honoured  privilege  to  teach  the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  in  such  a  beautiful  country 
to  friendly  people,  whose  welcomed  actions  of  warm  benevolence  you  have  often 
remarked  about  in  previous  letters,  the  many  hours  of  fraternal  friendship  enjoyed  with 
the  other  elders,  the  edifying  fast  and  testimony  meetings,  the  social  outings,  and  the 
unforgetable  experiences  shared  with  the  noble  saints  of  that  mission,  to  have  the 
honour  of  learning  and  living  the  principles  of  the  restored  gospel  with  them  and  gain, 
through  the  influence  of  their  testimonies,  an  increased  conviction  of  the  gospel  and  a 
deeper  appreciation  for  its  principles.  These  and  many  more  incidents,  which  are 
promoting  to  spiritual  growth  and  which  are  the  main  themes  of  your  letters,  are  readily 
conveyed  within  our  hearts  as  spiritual  sustenance. 

Due  to  the  vast  number  of  miles  between  us,  we  cannot  personally  thank  the 
faithful  saints  in  the  mission  field  for  their  endeavours  to  assist  you  as  a  missionary  by 
helping  you  promulgate  the  gospel  through  their  actions  and  words,  by  providing  social 
enjoyment,  and  by  creating,  through  the  goodness  of  their  hearts  and  the  reverent  love 
which  they  have  for  their  brothers  and  sisters  in  the  gospel  and  atmosphere  that 
accommodates,  satisfies,  and  erases  the  pangs  of  homesickness.  Yet  we  can,  as  the 
fire  of  gratitude  enkindles  within  our  souls,  extend  a  sincere  hand  clasp  expressing  our 
appreciation  to  them  by  a  devoted  desire  upon  our  part  to  live  the  principles  of  the 
gospel,  thus  contributing  to  the  development  of  the  kingdom  of  the  Lord  here  as  they  are 
there,  and  by  vicarious  acts  of  service,  generosity,  and  love,  being  performed  by  you,  our 
I         son. 

r 

I  May  the  Lord  bless  you  in  your  important  work. 

(  Love. 

f  Mom  anil  Dad. 
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BECOMING  A  LATTER-DAY  SAINT 
(Continued  from  page  76) 
Father  in  the  standard  works  of  the  Church. 
And  then  from  that  intimate  and  precious 
time  of  all.  when  we  kneel  hefore  our  Maker 
and  confess  our  faults  and  fears  to  Him.  I 
humhly  acknowledge  that  my  testimony  has 
most  hecn  strengthened  hy  the  assurance  that 
our  prayers  are  heard  and  answered. 

It  is  my  prayer  that  we  may  all  keep  the 
dear  personal  delights  of  our  experiences  in 
the  gospel,  cherish  and  add  to  them  through 
righteous  living. 


An    optimist    is   a    person    who    sees    a 
green      light      everywhere.        While     the 
pessimist    sees    only    the    red    stop    light. 
But  the  truly  wise  person  is  colour  blind.    £ 
— Dr.   Albert  Schweitzer. 


SI  A I. WART.    MEMBER 
(Continued  from   page  74) 
and  the  nearby  shop  keepers  look  forward  to 
her  visits,  and  the  missionaries  have  been  en 
couraged  and  spiritually  uplifted  through  their 
associations  with  her.  It  has  only  been  recently 
that  she  was  confined  to  her  room  because  of 
a  physical  ailment,  making  it  difficult   for  her 
to  attend    to  her  former  activities  and   being 
missed   by  those   who  depend   upon   her   love 
promoting  attributes. 

As  1  close  my  journal,  T  am  reminded  of  the 
words  of  James  which  Sister  Neale  has  written 
on  a  small  picture  above  her  bed.  "That  the 
Lord  is  pitiful  and  of  tender  Mercy," 
Attributes  of  God,  yet  developed  by  this  noble 
women  as  she  has  sought  diligently  to  pursue 
the  advice  given  to  us  by  the  prophet  Nephi, 
when  he  said. 

"Wherefore,  ye  must  press  forward  with  a 
steadfastness  in  Christ,  having  a  perfect  bright- 
ness of  hope,  and  love  of  God  and  all  men. 
Wherefore,  if  ye  shall  press  forward  feasting 
upon  the  word  of  Christ,  and  endure  to  the 
end.  behold  ye  shall  have  eternal  life." 


TRANSFERS 


Name 

From 

To 

Date 

Elder 

Dean  R.  Lindsay 

Pretoria 

Bulawayo 

April 

18, 

1955. 

Elder 

Kent   Taylor 

Bulawayo 

East  Rand 

April 

18, 

1955. 

Elder 

Lawrence  Stokes 

Pretoria 

West  Rand 

April 

21, 

1955, 

Elder 

Paul  I.   Derrick 

West  Rand 

Pretoria 

April 

21, 

1955 

Elder 

Robert   Taylor 

Pretoria 

East  Rand 

April 

22, 

1955. 

Elder 

Dee  C.  Wilcox 

East  Rand 

Pretoria 

April 

22. 

1955. 

Elder 

Ellis  P.  Peterson 

East  Rand 

West  Rand 

April 

22. 

1955. 

APPOINTMENTS 

Elder  Richard  M.  Dunn  was  appointed  Mis- 
sion Historian  and  Assoc.  Editor  of  "Cumorah 
Southern  Messenger"  on  April  1,  1955. 
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MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Alvin  Hubert, 
129  Beach  Road,  Mouille  Point,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  E.  Smith 

There  has  been  a  real  spate  of  broken  bones 
around  "Cumorah"  recently.  Firstly,  we  had 
Sister    Johanna    Fourie    in    hospital    with     a 


broken  hip.  She  has  now  returned  to  Herma- 
nus  and  we  are  glad  to  report  that  she  is  still 
bright  and  smiling  and  almost  a  good  as  new. 
Then  Elder  Walker  broke  his  wrist — he  kept  it 
hidden,  but  we  did  spot  the  cast.  This  was 
followed  by  Rulcn  Duncan  breaking  his  left 
arm.  We  really  do  hope  the  injured  ones  will 
soon  be  all  in  one  piece  again. 

The  Huberts  and  Brother  Wilson  had  a  very 
pleasant  vacation  in  Johannesburg,  and  we 
missed  them  during  their  absence.  Other 
travellers  this  month  were  Brothers  Bernie 
Rayner  and  Denzil  Greenberg  who  took  a 
week-end  motor-bike  trip  to  the  Free  State, 


Brother  Alvin  Park  and  family  who  motored 
to  Port  Elizabeth  for  a  very  long  Easter  week- 
end, and  Sister  and  Mr.  Mcfarlane  whose 
destination  was  the  Highlands  Games  at  Port 
Elizabeth.  It  was  a  good  trip  for  Mr. 
Mcfarlane  who  won  the  cup  for  the  best  drum- 
major.  The  absence  of  all  of  these  fine  people 
was  keenly  felt  at  Mowbray,  and  we  are  happy 
that  they  have  returned  home  with  renewed 
vim  and  vigour. 

Wedding-bells  have  certainly  been  ringing 
around  our  branch  this  month.  In  addition  to 
the  marriage  of  Sister  Vigus  to  Mr.  Harold 
McDonald,  we  have  to  report  that  Brother  Ted 
Ninow  and  Miss  Mavis  Langley  were  married 
on  the  2nd  April.  This  marriage  was  followed 
by  the  marriage  of  Brother  Robert  Wilson  to 
"Miss  Ann  Hopley  on  the  23rd.  And  from 
Canada  comes  the  tidings  that  Brother  Dick 
Nincw  has  become  engaged  to  Sister  Shirley 
Gibb,  and  that  they  were  planning  to  be 
married  in  the  Cardston  Temple  before  the 
29th  of  April.  We  should  like  to  wish  all  of 
these  young  couples  many  blessings  in  their 
new  spheres. 

On  the  5th  of  April,  we  had  a  farewell  party 
for  Sister  Helene  van  Schalkwyk  who  is  going 
to  make  a  new  start  in  Salt  Lake  City.  There 
was  quite  a  crowd  present,  and  the  programme 
of  music  and  song  was  arranged  so  that  Helene 
might  have  no  doubt  of  the  place  that  she 
holds  in  our  affections.  A  set  of  brooch,  pen- 
dant and  ear-rings  in  South  African  rose- 
quarts  was  presented  by  Brother  Hugh  Helm 
on  behalf  of  the  members  of  the  Branch. 

Games  were  played  and  refreshments  were 
served  and  everybody  had  the  opportunity  of 
saying  a  few  words  to  this  charming  young 
lady  who  is  leaving  our  midst.  We  feel  that 
the  South  African  Mission  has  a  worthy  am- 
bassador in  Helene  and  we  look  forward  to 
hearing  about  her  adventures  in  her  new  home. 

EAST  LONDON 

Branch  President:  Elder  Winston  M.  Faux, 
51  Frere  Road  East  London. 

Reported  by  Mona  McCallum 

At  the  beginning  of  the  month  the  sacra- 
ment meeting  was  in  charge  of  the  M.I. A.     A 
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beautiful  and  inspiring  service  was  arranged  to 
commemorate  the  125th  anniversary  of  the 
commencement  of  the  Church.  Elder  Faux 
and  Sister  G.  Randall  rendered  a  suitable  and 
enjoyable  duet  for  the  occasion. 

Some  of  the  members  were  away  for  the 
Easter  week-end.  but  our  meetings  were  well 
attended,  and  we  were  happy  to  welcome  the 
Doller  and  Griffith  families  from  Port  Eliza- 
beth. We  were  also  happy  to  have  in  our  midst 
again  Sister  R.  van  der  Merwe  from  Pretoria 
and  Brother  and  Sister  Fouche  and  family 
from  Salisbury. 

We  were  sorry  to  bid  farewell  to  Elders 
Duncan  and  Spencer,  but  take  this  opportunity 
of  thanking  them  for  their  help — Elder  Duncan 
for  Genealogy  and  Elder  Spencer  for  teaching 
the  Gospel  Doctrine  Class.  May  the  Lord  bless 
them  in  their  new  labours. 

The  M.I. A.  arranged  a  branch  picnic  al 
Bonza  Bay  on  Easter  Monday.  It  was  a  lovely 
outing  and  the  sand  dunes  kept  members  old 
and  young  busy  all  day  climbing.  Elder  Gee 
tried  tobogganing  down  the  sand  dunes.  His 
attempts  were  unsuccessful  due,  no  doubt,  to 
his  weight  or  the  unsuitability  of  the  toboggan 
—  a  piece  of  hardboard. 

We  would  like  to  extend  our  deepest  sym- 
pathy to  Brother  and  Sister  Melvin  Jubber  at 
the  loss  they  sustained  when  their  baby  was 
stillborn.  May  they  continue  to  find  comfort 
in  the  gospel  and  may  the  Lord  bless  them 
with  future  happiness. 

PORT  ELIZABETH 

Branch  President:    Clarence  Doller, 
63  Heugh  Road,  Walmer,  P.E. 

Reported  by  Madge  McHugh 

Conference  was  held  once  again  with  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Duncan  and  Elder  Grismore 
attending.  After  the  morning  session,  Presi- 
dent Duncan  had  a  meeting  with  the  Priest- 
hood and  Sister  Duncan  with  the  Relief 
Society. 

We  welcome  Brother  and  Sister  Fisher  to 
Port  Elizabeth  from  Durban  and  hope  they 
will  spend  many  happy  times  with  us  here. 

On  Thursday  night  a  social  evening  called 
"Tune  Time."  with  each  member  bringing 
their  favourite  record  or  a  song,  was  held.  The 
evening  ended  ith  refreshments  and  dancing. 
The  proceeds  taken  were  for  the  building  fund. 

Mutual  took  over  the  evening  service  and 
the  M.I. A.  theme  was  the  subject.  There  were 
five  speakers,  with  each  taking  a  section  of  the 
theme.      Sister    Madge    McHugh    conducted. 


The  daughter  of  Hester  Matthews  was 
blessed  by  Elder  Jenkins. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Nicholas  J.  Goosen, 
57  van  Niekerk  Street,  Bellville. 

Reported  by  Mary  Dean 

On  the  26th  March  we  held  a  social  at  Sister 
Storey's  home  to  raise  funds  for  Primary 
supplies.  Everyone  found  the  refreshments 
delicious  and  the  games  most  enjoyable. 
Young  and  old  had  a  happy  evening.  We  wish 
to  thank  the  sisters  of  the  Relief  Society  who 
so  kindly  assisted  in  making  the  refreshments 
and  Sister  Storey  for  having  the  social  in  her 
home. 

At  this  time  we  take  the  opportunity  of  con- 
gratulating our  sincere  inevstigators,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Piercy  on  the  arrival  of  their  bonny  baby 
girl.  May  the  Lord  bless  her  and  may  she 
be  an  obedient  little  girl  to  her  parents  in  the 
future. 

We  regret  to  say  that  Sister  Ross's  two  boys 
have  been  very  ill  and  Sister  van  Rooyen  has 
not  been  feeling  well  either.  We  pray  that  the 
Lord  will  bless  each  one  of  them  with  new 
vigour  and  health  in  the  near  future. 

We  heartily  welcome  Elder  Duncan  into  our 
midst  and  wish  him  all  the  success  in  his 
mission  work  at  Bellville. 

Brother  Eric  Jakins  and  family  are  on  holi- 
day and  we  wish  them  a  happy  holiday.  We'll 
be  glad  to  welcome  them  back  soon. 

BULAWAYO  BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey, 
New  Brighton  Hotel,  Southern  Rhodesia. 

Reported  by  Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey 

On  the  3rd  April  a  hand  of  congratulation 
was  extended  to  Brothers  Mathijs  Eikelenboom 
and  Richard  Isaac  who  received  the  responsi- 
bilities of  a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood. 
Elder  B.  Kent  Taylor  ordained  Brother 
Eikelenboom  and  Elder  Lorin  C.  Godfrey 
ordained  Brother  Isaac. 

The  members  and  friends  of  the  Bulawayo 
Branch  enjoyed  an  Easter  Party  at  the  Good 
Templars  Hall  on  the  9th  April.  Everyone 
expressed  themselves  as  having  a  good  time. 

The  newest  member  of  the  Bulawayo 
Branch  is  Chyrisse  Annette  Frost,  the  new 
daughter  of  Brother  and  Sister  Alfred  Frost. 
Chyrisse  arrived  April  14th.    Both  mother  and 
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s.  daughter  are  doing  wonderful.    We  extend  our 
congratulations  to  Brother  and  Sister  Frost. 

We  certainly  feel  the  absence  of  the  Isaac 
family  and  Sister  Iris  Fourie,  Brother  and 
Sister  Isaac  and  daughter  Lorraine  are  on 
holiday  in  Margate,  Natal,  and  Sister  Fourie 
is  with  her  Mother  in  Hermanus  Cape 
Province. 

We  said  goodbye  to  Elder  B.  Kent  Taylor  as 
he  left  by  train  for  Johannesburg.  We  wish 
him  God's  blessing  in  his  work.  Elder  Dean 
R.  Lindsay  arrived  in  Bulawayo  to  take  Elder 
Taylor's  place.  The  saints  welcome  him  and 
pray  that  his  stay  here  will  be  enjoyable  and 
fruitful. 

All  the  saints  in  Bulawayo  are  enjoying 
good  health  and  very  much  happiness  by  living 
the  gospel  of  Jesus  Christ.  We  pray  that  all 
saints  are  receiving  the  same. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  H.  Dec.  Hugo, 
51  Athlone  Avenue,  Springs. 

Reported  by  N.  C.  van  Niekerk 

Being  the  Relief  Society's  turn  to  hold  a 
function  to  raise  funds  for  that  particular 
auxiliary,  they  provided  a  night  of  social  enter- 
tainment for  the  saints.  After  an  enjoyable 
evening  of  games,  dancing,  and  good  fellow- 
ship, the  party  broke  up  leaving  a  pleasant 
after  taste  on  the  aesthetic  palate  of  all.  We 
should  like  to  thank  Sister  Mavis  Louw  for 
her  efforts. 

A  goodly  sprinkling  of  visitors  and  investi- 
gators enjoyed,  with  the  saints,  talks  given  by 
District  President  I.  C.  Louw,  Brother  Noel 
Futter  ,and  Elder  Monson  at  sacrament  meet- 
ing on  the  27th.  We  thank  them  for  their 
inspiring  encouragement  which  left  saints  and 
visitors  alike  with  a  sense  of  well-being  and  a 
greater  desire  to  observe  the  commandments 
of  the  Lord. 

The  Branch  Presidency  and  the  District 
Presidency  wishes  to  welcome  Brother  Franikin 
Willy,  who  came  from  Belgium  last  December 
and  who  is  now  employed  on  the  mines.  We 
should  also  desire  to  welcome  Brother  H. 
Hugo  back  from  his  tour  of  the  Cape,  and 
Elder  Badger  as  he  begins  his  work  in  Springs. 

Sister  Gert  Stemmet  goes  into  hospital  on 
Thursday  the  28th,  to  undergo  a  serious  opera- 
tion. We  wish  the  Lord's  choicest  blessings 
and  protection  with  her. 

The  Transvaal  Semiannual  Conference 
attracted  saints  from  all  parts  of  the  Rand  in 
such  members  that  our  local  presidency  was 


extremely  hard  pressed  to  find  seating 
accommodation  for  all  that  came.  The  theme 
of  the  conference  was  "Free  Agency."  The 
talks  given  and  the  musical  numbers  rendered 
by  the  Cumorah  Quartet  and  the  Duet  by 
Sisters  Mathews  and  Sister  Smith  were  enjoyed 
by  the  congregation.  To  all  who  have  so 
willingly  given  of  their  efforts  and  time  to 
make  this  conference  such  a  vast  success  of 
spiritual  feasting,  we  extend  a  hearty  word  of 
deep  felt  appreciation. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Lionel  Bibb, 
282  Preller  Street,  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria. 

Reported  by  Sheila  Bibb 

We  are  sorry  to  say  good-bye  to  Elders 
Lindsay,  Stokes,  and  Taylor  who  have  all  left 
Pretoria  during  the  last  month  to  labour  in 
new  areas.    Our  good  wishes  go  with  them. 

A  branch  picnic  was  organized  by  the 
Mutual  on  Easter  Monday.  There  was  a  good 
turn  out  and  all  thoroughly  enjoyed  themselves. 

The  Richards'  little  daughter  was  blessed  on 
Sunday  the  10th  and  given  the  name  of 
Yvonne. 

We  congratulate  Brother  and  Sister 
Brotherton  on  the  birth  of  a  grand-daughter. 

We  were  happy  to  have  President  and  Sister 
Duncan  in  attendance  at  our  Relief  Society 
and  Priesthood  meeting  on  the  19th. 

We  welcome  Elders  Spencer,  Wilcox,  and 
Derrick  to  Pretoria  and  hope  their  stay  here 
will  be  a  long  and  a  happy  one. 

DURBAN  BRANCH 

Branch  President:    Elder  Gary  E.  Elliot, 
10  Heron  Road,  Durban. 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlburn 

There  has  not  been  much  activity  in  the 
Branch  this  month,  except  for  a  Building  Fund 
Cake  Sale  which  was  quite  successful,  and  a 
social  evening  sponsored  by  the  Relief  Society, 
the  proceeds  of  which  also  went  to  the  build- 
ing fund.  We  are  very  grateful  to  Sister 
Henning  and  counsellors  for  their  monthly 
endeavours  in  the  interests  of  the  chapel  fund. 

Brother  Ronnie  Dollar  gave  us  all  quite  a 
fright  when  he  became  violently  ill  earlier  this 
month.  However,  we  are  happy  to  say  that  he 
is  now  on  the  mend  in  the  Entabeni  Nursing 
Home.  We  were  glad  to  have  his  parents, 
Brother  and  Sister  Dollar,  of  Naauwpoort  with 
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us  but  wish  it  could  have  befen  under  more 
pleasant  circumstances. 

Also  on  our  sick  list  at  this  time  are  Mr. 
Wiblin  and  Mr.  Shiels.  We  do  hope  they  will 
soon  be  restored  to  good  health. 

Sister  Thelma  McLellan  has  undergone  an 
operation  and  that  it  will  prove  successful  is 
our  sincere  prayer. 

Seems  like  we  can't  shake  Elder  Snow,  who 
has  returned  to  labour  in  Pinetown  now. 
Elder  Galen  Jensen  has  in  turn  gone  to  Pieter- 
maritzburg,  and  we  do  wish  him  joy  in  that 
area. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch  President:     Wilfred  S.  Wrench, 
31    18th   Street,    Parkhurst,   Johannesburg. 

Reported  by  Tex  W.  Smith 

The  Ramah  Branch  is  buzzing  like  the  Pro- 
verbial Bee  Hive  with  much  activity  under 
the  new  branch  presidency.  Many  functions 
are  planned  for  the  near  future  to  raise  funds 
for  the  proposed  building  project.  The  meet- 
ings at  Ramah  and  their  attendance  are  cer- 
tainly outgrowing  the  hall. 

The  branch  has  enjoyed  a  very  eventful 
month  of  social  activities.  The  M.I.A.  has 
been  very  busy  this  month  by  sponsoring  a 
'"Shipwreck"  dance  and  an  Easter  picnic.  Both 
functions  were  well  supported  and  enjoyed  by 
all  who  attended.     This  auxiliary  is  also  plan- 


ning a  Variety  Concert  for  April  29.  Part  of 
the  proceeds  will  go  to  the  building  fund.  The 
Genalogical  Society  held  a  "Lantern  Slide" 
gathering  April  13th,  after  which  a  surprise 
party  was  given  for  Sister  Eddie  Muir  whose 
birthday  it  was.  The  Elders  Quartet  and  our 
two  harmony  singers,  Signe  and  Nola  enter- 
tained us  with  a  few  musical  items  from  Sister 
Birdie  Matthews. 

We  extend  our  congratulations  to  Sister 
Mona  Brummer  and  to  Mr.  C.  J.  Brits,  a  lovely 
couple,  who  were  married  by  President 
Duncan  on  April  2nd.  May  God  bless  your 
union  and  bring  added  happiness  as  you  set 
up  home  in  Southern  Rhodesia. 

We  also  extend  our  congratulations  to 
Brothers  A.  Phipson,  who  was  ordained  to  the 
office  of  an  elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priest- 
hood and  Johann  Brummer,  who  was 
appointed  as  musical  director  to  the  branch. 
We  know  that  the  Lord  will  bless  these  men 
in  their  work. 

Sunday,  April  17th  the  Ramah  Branch  was 
closed  as  all  the  members  travelled  to  Springs 
for  another  of  those  wonderful  District  Confe- 
rences, at  which  we  were  privileged  to  have 
our  beloved  Mission  President,  his  sweet  wife, 
and  President  Grismore  in  attendance.  The 
first  General  Elders  Quorum  meeting  was  held 
in  the  afternoon  under  the  direction  of 
Quorum  President  Norman  G.  Muir.  This 
was  another  memorable  day  where  all  present 
enjoyed  a  wonderful  spiritual  feast. 


BRANCH    ORGANIZED 


On  March  13,  1955,  a  branch  was  organized  at  Welkom,  Orange  Free  State. 
Elder  Gary  L.  Piatt  was  appointed  branch  president,  Elder  Elmer  E.  Wilford  first 
counsellor,  Brother  Harry  Greer  branch  clerk,  and  Sister  Patricia  Robinson  and 
Sister  Joyce  Murdock  as  branch  organists. 

In  the  Sunday  School,  Brother  Alexander  Wilson  was  appointed  superintendent, 
with  Brother  Hugh  D.  Campbell  as  first  counsellor,  Harry  Greer  as  second  counsellor, 
and  Sister  Campbell  as  secretary. 

This  was  the  first  branch  ever  to  be  organized  in  Welkom,  the  missionaries 
not  labouring  there  until  January,  1954.  They  now  have  a  membership  of  twenty  and 
are  holding  their  meetings  in  the  Masonic  Hall. 


May  the  Welkom   Branch  grow  in  spirit  and  in  numbers,  insuring  its  members, 
through  obedience  to  the  principles  of  the  gospel,  many  rich  blessings. 
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STATISTICS 


BLESSINGS 

ANTHONY  GRAHAM  DELL,  son  of  Gordon 
Ross  and  Edith  May  Collins  was  blessed  on 
February  6th,  1955,  by  Elder  F.  John  Francis 
at  Ramah. 

PHILIP  LOUIS  GOBETZ,  son  of  Herman 
Cornelius  and  Elaine  Ruby  Charlesworth  was 
blessed  on  February  6th,  1955,  by  Elder  F.  John 
Francis  at  Ramah. 

STEPHEN  IAN  GOBETZ,  son  of  Herman 
Cornelius  and  Elaine  Ruby  Charlesworth  was 
blessed  on  February  6th,  1955,  by  Brother 
Wilfred  S.  Wrench  at  Ramah. 

HELEN  CATHARINE  GOBETZ,  daughter  of 
Herman  Cornelius  and  Elaine  Ruby  Charles- 
worth was  blessed  on  February  6th,  1955,  by 
brother  Francis  M.  T.  Donly  at  Ramah. 

HOWARD  ANTHONY  GOBETZ,  son  of  Herman 
and  Elaine  Ruby  Charlesworth  was  blessed  on 
February  6th,  1955,  by  Brother  Norman  G. 
Muir  at  Ramah. 

MAIRE  LOUISE  ROBINSON,  daughter  of 
Andrew  Woodside  and  Patricia  Annie  Fenning 
was  blessed  on  April  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Gary 
L.  Piatt  at  Welkom. 

DIANNE  CHERYTH  ADENDORFF,  daughter  of 
John  Herbert  and  Mary  Susan  Metzinger  was 
blessed  on  April  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Ellis  Ray 
Peterson  at  Benoni. 

KENNA  AMELIA  ADENDORFF,  daughter  of 
John  Herbert  and  Mary  Susan  Metzinger  was 
blessed  on  April  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Farrell  J. 
Thacker  at  Benoni 

LYNETTE  JOHANNA  MATTHEWS,  daughter 
of  Peter  Barend  and  Hester  Maria  Swanepoel 
was  blessed  on  April  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Frank 
Jenkins  at  Port  Elizabeth. 

BAPTISMS 

EDWARD  ROBERT  NEWBY  was  baptised  on 
March  20th,  1955,  by  Elder  Gary  D.  Forbush 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Dee 
C.  Wilcox  at  Springs. 

MARY  SUSAN   (METZINGER)   ANDENDORFF 

was  baptised  on  March  20th,  1955,  and  con- 
firmed on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Farrell  J. 
Thacker  at  Benoni. 

JOHN  HERBERT  ADENDORFF  was  baptised 
on  March  20th,  1955,  and  confirmed  on  the 
same  day  by  Elder  Samuel  P.  Robinson  at 
Benoni. 

NOREEN  ANGELA  KROESEN,  was  baptised  on 
March  20th,  1955,  by  Elder  Gene  B.  Welling 
and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder 
Norris  T.  Jackson  at  Ramah. 

COLIN  RUTHERFORD  KROESEN  was  bap- 
tised on  March  20th,  1955,  by  Elder  Norris  T. 
Jackson  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Gene  B.  Welling  at  Ramah. 


JULIA    EDDY    JANSE    VAN    RENSBURG    was 

baptised  on  March  20th,  1955,  by  Brother  G.  A. 
Phipson  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Brother  I.  C.  Louw  at  Ramah. 

PATRICIA  ANN  ROBINSON  was  baptised  on 
April  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Gary  L.  Piatt  and 
confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Elder  Elmer  E 
Wilford  at  Welkom. 

PATRICIA     ANNIE     (FENNING)     ROBINSON 

was  baptised  on  April  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Elmer 
E.  Wilford  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Elder  Gary  L.  Piatt  at  Welom. 

JOICE    SERAH     (DE    WET)     MURDOCH    was 

baptised  on  April  3rd,  1955,  by  Elder  Gary  l. 
Piatt  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by  Eider 
Elmer  E.  Wilford  at  Welkom. 

CLIFFORD  FRANK  SMITH,  son  of  Frank 
Alexander  and  Guiditta  Maniagalli  was  bap- 
tised on  April  10th,  1955,  by  Elder  John  F. 
Grismore  and  confirmed  on  the  same  day  by 
Leroy  H.  Duncan  at  Mowbray. 

LESLIE  DESMOND  LOUW,  son  of  Dirk  Jacobus 
and  Irene  May  was  baptised  on  April  10th, 
1955,  by  Elder  Jerry  S  Young  and  confirmed 
on  the  same  day  by  Elder  John  F.  Grismore 
at   Mowbray. 

ORDINATIONS 

COLIN  PHIPSON  was  ordained  a  Teacher  in 
the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March  20th,  1955, 
by  Brother  Norman  Ivan  Muir  at  Ramah. 

WILLIAM     CHARLES     BELT     BELDON     was 

ordained  a  Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood 
on  March  21st,  1955,  by  Jerald  Ray  Johansen 
at  Bloemfontein. 

ROBERT  LLOYD  MILNE  was  ordained  a 
Teacher  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  March 
21st,  1955,  by  Sydney  J.  Spear  at  Bloemfontein. 

GARNET  ALVARA  PHIPSON  was  ordained  an 
Elder  in  the  Melchizedek  Priesthood  on  April 
3rd.  1955,  by  Norman  G.  Muir  at  Ramah. 

MATHIJS  EIKELENBOOM  was  ordained  a 
Deacon  in  the  Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April 
3rd,  1955,  by  B.  Kent  Taylor  at  Bulawayo. 

RICHARD  ISAAC  was  ordained  a  Deacon  in  the 
Aaronic  Priesthood  on  April  3rd,  1955,  by 
Lorin  C.  Godfrey  at  Bulawayo. 

i 
MARRIAGES 

MARIA  MAGDALENA  BRUMMER  was  married 
to  Cornelius  Jacobus  Britz  on  April  2nd,  1955, 
at  Johannesburg. 

EMIGRATION 

Sister  Helene  van  Schalkwyk  sailed  from 
South  Africa  for  Salt  Lake  City,  Utah,  United 
States,  aboard  the  "Bloemfontein  Castle"  on 
April   17th,   1955. 
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Overtones 

Alice  Morrey  Bailey 


Mother  is  a  word  with  overtones. 

Within  its  syllables  the  senses  leap 

To  every  worthiness  the  memory  owns — 

A  cool  hand  on  the  brow  of  fevered  sleep, 

The  smell  of  new-made  bread  and  berry  pies, 

A  smile  of  pride  rewarding  battles  won, 

The  sight  of  home  that  falls  on  homesick  eyes, 

A  soothing  lullaby  when  day  is  done. 


Its  cadences  retain  a  tender  face 

And  mellowed  wisdom  where  the  heart  may  grow, 

Yet  leap  the  boundaries  of  time  and  space, 

Projecting  every  love  that  mortals  know — 

This  word  which  sends  its  singing  down  the  years 

And  magnifies  its  pattern  on  the  spheres. 
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